
The “Creative Writing” Option for the Senior Honors Project, for the 
Honors Program in English 

 
Students who want to write a poetry, prose fiction, or creative nonfiction Senior Honors 
Project should keep in mind the following parameters. 
 
Courses 
1. English 313 or its equivalent should be completed before the student registers for 

Honors 496, which is the first semester of the project-writing sequence. In the case of 
a creative nonfiction Senior Honors Project, English 306 or English 311, or their 
equivalents should be completed. 

 
2. A member of the department must agree to serve as the Senior Honors Project 

adviser by the time the student is registered for honors 496. 
 
 
The Senior Honors Project Manuscript 
1. The manuscript must have a substantial introduction or afterword, about 10 pages 

minimum. The introduction or afterword may contain passages that resemble 
journal-writing or memoir, but it also should include reflection on and analysis of 
the process of writing the project.  This section should explain the pertinence of texts 
that offered examples of techniques, approaches, and traditions that helped the 
student in the shaping and writing of the manuscript.  It should reflect on the 
project’s successes and limitations, and on how it engages with other theoretical 
and/or literary works.  This section also should provide an account of the research 
that went into writing the project. PLEASE NOTE:  This introduction or afterword is 
an integral part of the project.  It should reflect time and energy, as the Honors 
Council considers this part of the project very seriously when deciding upon a 
student’s final designation in the Honors Program. 

 
2. The fiction or creative nonfiction sections of the Senior Honors Project should be 

approximately 40-70 pages. A poetry manuscript may be somewhat shorter, 
approximately 30-50 pages. These are ranges the student should keep in mind, but 
of course quality, not quantity, is what matters. For works that do not meet the 
suggested minimum, the advisor or committee should, in the project write-up, take 
special care to elaborate the work's quality so that the particular reasons for its 
brevity will be clear to the Honors Council. 

 
3. The manuscript must have a bibliography of texts that served as models or 

suggestive examples of the style, content, or genre of the thesis. Works that 
influenced the project in significant ways should be included.  So should texts that 
provided necessary cultural, historical, political, social, or economic background or 
information. 


